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Saint John Coltrane AOC 2011  
Year In Review 

by Marlee-I Mystic 
 

All praise be to God unto whom all praise is due. 

Giving thanks and praises for the gift of a new year 

giving us another opportunity to further our 

commitment to the Lord and to uplift the minds and 

spirits of the people with the anointed sound of 

Saint John Coltrane.  

 

2011 was a year marked by the beginning of the 

generational transition of the church. Under the 

direction of Wanika Stephens, our new Pastor, we 

began to take steps toward our future. Let us now 

look back and review the events of 2011.  

 

January  

 • The year began with the passing of 

our matriarch Supreme Mother, Dr. Phyllis 

Prudhomme.  Supreme Mother committed 

her life to the glory of God and we honored 

her with a home going service that continued 

to spread her message of love and service to 

God.  

 • “Your Music Workshop” taught by 

Fredrick Harris continued to spread the joy 

of music to students interested in expanding 

their musical knowledge and talents.  

 

March 

 •We opened the doors of the church 

for our spring and summer bake sales. This 

offered the opportunity for community 

members to become more familiar with the 

church as well as provide fundraising for the 

human outreach programs 

 
Continued on next page… 

 

NEWSLETTER 
 

“That’s what it is” 

Saint John Will I Am Coltrane African Orthodox Church       Saint Augustine Cathedral  

San Francisco California      WWW.COLTRANECHURCH.ORG          Chicago Illinois 

He Will Remake Us 

Reflection By Marlee-I Mystic 
 

What does it mean to be remade? I mean for 

those of us who are already walking in faith, 

living the life of devotion, striving to be a 

force for good. What does it mean to be 

remade? To be brought into a new existence 

by shaping or changing materials or 

combining parts. To be put in the proper 

condition or state. How is this done but in the 

mind?  God will remake our consciousness. 

“He always has”- meaning any raise in 

consciousness has been by God. Any sense of 

enlightenment we achieve is by God 

remaking us. God shaping us, changing the 

material we relate to as us. Combining the 

knowledge we have in our minds to gain a 

new perspective. Allowing us to be placed in 

our proper state, preparing us for the eternal 

remake of life everlasting. “He always has, 

He always will.” God will remake our minds 

and our consciousness to perfection  
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 April 

•Hosted benefit concert at Rassella’s Jazz Club 

and Restaurant featuring the talents of Ann 

Mack and Azar Lawrence. This successful 

concert afforded us the opportunity to bring the 

music and wisdom of Saint John Coltrane to 

those unfamiliar with the church experience. 

Many were touched by the spirit and 

experienced the uplifting of their souls through 

Saint John Coltrane’s music.  

•Easter Sunday was a great full mass with many 

in attendance and a blessed day in the Lord. 

May 

•Brother Miles Stephens was promoted to the 

6
th

 grade. Our Pastor composed and directed the 

graduation song for the class.  Our Archbishop 

King and Supreme Mother Marina were both in 

attendance 

•Brother Franzo King III was accepted into the 

Young Musicians Program at Cal Berkeley, 

where he is mastering his skills as a 

saxophonist.  

June 

•This year the Juneteenth Festival was hosted 

on Fillmore Street directly in front of St. 

John’s. This location afforded us the 

opportunity to open our doors to festival goers 

through our Juneteenth Bazaar. Church 

volunteers assisted in handing out literature, 

selling merchandise, and providing information 

about the programs offered by St. John’s. 

•June 23
rd

 marked the anniversary of the birth 

of our matriarch, Supreme Mother, Dr. Phyllis 

Prudhomme. We were honored to have 

Archbishop King deliver the message for our 

special service which was dedicated to all the 

mothers who spent their life committed to the 

Lord and who have now gone on to join the 

church triumphant.  

 

MARCH 2012 

This remake by God also manifest in the physical 

realm. Supreme Mother Marina and I were 

talking about the physical body working in 

cycles of 7 years. Science has concluded that the 

cells in the body are completely remade every 7 

years. Can you believe that? Every 7 years, 

every cell in the body has been replaced, has 

entered into a new existence. As we grow our 

cells must be remade. There is evidence all 

around of God’s power to remake us: from the 

healing of wounds, to the growing of hair and 

nails, to the development of the mind. God will 

remake us.  

 

This is truly encouraging, especially for me. This 

section of the Psalm speaks to me daily. For 

more than two years now, I have been suffering 

with health issues. My body physically has 

undergone wounds, aches and pains, fatigue and 

severe breakdowns. There was a point where I 

could not walk, could not lift my own child. But 

God has continually remade me. Restored my 

mobility, renewed my strength and continually 

renewed my faith. All from God. And I lean on 

these words of our Patron Saint to encourage me 

on my path. To give me comfort in those times 

when I am physically weak. Knowing that “He 

will remake us, He always has, and He always 

will. It is true. Blessed be His name. Thank You 

God.” Knowing these words to be true allows 

me to be focused on my healing and remain 

waiting on the Lord to do what I know He 

will…remake me. 
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July 

•Church volunteers worked the Fillmore 

Street Jazz Festival booth providing 

information and merchandise to festival 

goers. This was a great opportunity to remind 

the people of the message of A Love 

Supreme and the contribution the “Coltrane 

Church” has made to the jazz community. 

•2-day Ascension Day Celebration in honor 

of the 44
th

 anniversary of Saint John 

Coltrane’s passing. We opened the doors of 

the church on Saturday evening, offering up a 

musical celebration of sound. The festivities 

continued into our Sunday service with a 

special praise dance presentation by Marlee-I 

Hand, Hallie Green and Erinne Johnson 

(Sister E). 

•St. John’s was proud to support Minister 

Christopher’s Appreciation Dinner, honoring 

over 20 years of service to the community. 

Our own Archbishop King was the keynote 

speaker and our own ministers of sound 

provided the music for the event.  

August 

•History was made when our Archbishop 

King, with support of our Supreme Mother 

Marina, traveled to St. Augustine’s Cathedral 

in Chicago. There Archbishop King, 

Archbishop Turner, and Bishop Green 

strengthened the church by ordaining and 

consecrating Rev. Dr. E. Holmes Matthews, 

Jr.  to the bishopric. At this history-making 

event two women were ordained to the Holy 

Order of the Priesthood: Reverend Loretta 

Reed Matthews and Reverend Sandra Watts.  

•In the spirit of community building, Deacon 

Max and Hallie opened their home to host 

our first ever Coltrane Mountain Retreat. 

Church members came together in the 

peaceful Santa Cruz Mountains for 

meditation, listening clinics, discussion 

forums, jam sessions and general relaxation. 

This event rejuvenated the spirit of those who 

attended and fostered a greater bond for 

church members.  
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Brother Carlton Lewis Stewart Senior 
 
Carlton Lewis Stewart Senior, famously 

known as Mister C, became an ancestor this 

year.  Brother Carlton was the loving husband 

of founding member Sister Hakim Jualitta 

Stewart.  He was also Brother to and counsel 

for Archbishop King.   

 

Brother Carl grew up in a religious family. He 

was the grandson of a preacher and was well 

rooted in his faith, love and devotion for God.   

  

As a founding member of the Coltrane 

community Mr. C set the pace on, in his words, 

“the finer things of life”--custom jewelry, tailor 

made threads, fine dining and cars.  He was a 

man that loved wisdom and studied history, 

philosophy, religion and human behavior.  

   

He was an ardent lover of the progressive 

music of the time and listened to and collected 

the works of Miles Davis, Thelonious Monk, 

Charlie Parker and John Coltrane.    

 

Brother Carlton was a pillar of strength to this 

community and an anchor for the Stewart 

family.    May he rest in peace and the 

perpetual light shine upon him. 
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September 

•The 19
th

 of September marked the one-

year anniversary of the installation of 

Pastor Wanika Stephens.  The congregation 

was proud to acknowledge her devoted 

service and look forward to her continued 

work in the Lord. 

•The 23
rd

 of September marked the 85
th

 

anniversary of the birth of Saint John 

Coltrane. In honor of this day we hosted a 

3-day Equinox Manifestation Festival on 

September 23-25. The festival kicked off 

Friday night at Calvin Hall with a concert 

by the Fredrick Harris Trio, featuring the 

vocals of Ann Mack and opening words 

from John Handy, who was a friend of John 

Coltrane. The celebration continued on 

Saturday at St. John’s with Father Robert 

Haven and Guests playing 3 hours of 

Coltrane vanguard free music. The Coltrane 

Liturgy and Sound Baptism closed out the 

festival on Sunday. 

October 

•Several church members traveled down to 

the Santa Cruz Mountains to participate in 

the first Harvest Festival. Volunteers were 

able to spread the message of A Love 

Supreme, provide information about the 

church, and solicit donations for the church. 

The ministers of sound were well received 

as they blessed the stage with a portion of 

the Coltrane Liturgy. 

December 

•We rejoiced and acknowledged the 

graduation of Pastor Wanika Stephens from 

the University of San Francisco. Pastor 

Wanika received her BA in Business 

Administration. Our Archbishop King, 

Supreme Mother Marina, Reverend Sister 

Makeda Nueckel, Senior Warden Clarence 

Stephens, and Brother Miles were in 

attendance.  

•With the talents of our dear Sister Destiny 

Muhammad and her trio, we had a blessed 

time in the Lord at our annual Christmas 

Eve Candle Light Mass.  

 • The Saint John Coltrane 

Church brought in a musical offering for 

the holiday season, with a Kwanza 

celebration on the day of "Umoja" the 

Swahili word for Unity.  The Kwanza 

Celebration was presented by the "Village 

Report from New York 
Megan Haungs and Toes Tiranoff 

 
  On October 28 and 29, Reggie  

  Workman’s African American Legacy 

  Project graced New York’s Jazz at 

  Lincoln Center with selections from 

  Africa Brass. The Project, a 16 piece 

  orchestra plus 17 voice choir, was 

  directed by Reggie Workman, bassist 

on the original 1961 Africa Brass recording, and 

featured Charles Tolliver as conductor and arranger and 

Cecil Bridgewater as conductor. 
Reggie Workman has been teaching and directing the 

Coltrane Repertory Ensemble at the New School for 

Jazz and Contemporary Music in New York, giving 

young music students the opportunity to learn, explore 

and present the music of John Coltrane. Although the 

class is a mere one semester long, the depth of learning 

is astounding. The ensemble’s end-of-semester 

performance invites the jazz community to witness the 

mentoring generously offered by Workman as he 

directs his students in the performance of the music of 

Coltrane  

This December’s concert featured a group of nine 

brilliant young musicians, performing Coltrane 

compositions that, according to Workman, were chosen 

because they were some of the pieces that are not as 

well known. The selections included Satellite, Syeeda’s 

Song Flute, Straight Street, Blues Minor, and Central 

Park West. A very moving rendition of Alabama 

featured violinist Michi Fuji, and a dramatic opening to 

The Wise One was performed by bassists Igor Kogan 

and Tony Lannen. The ensemble included David 

Williams on piano, Owen Erickson and Zan Tetickovic 

on drums, and Max Zooi and Jahi Divine on saxophone.  

Vocalist Sarah Elizabeth Charles, who performed with 

the ensemble on many of the numbers, sang original 

lyrics for Resolution and Central Park West. The 

performance room was transformed to a sacred space as 

she brilliantly performed Molly Skuse’s lyrics to Dear 

Lord. 

Reggie Workman concluded the performance with 

stories about some of the compositions. After the 

concert he shook hands with the members of the 

audience and thanked us for coming—and we expressed 

our deep appreciation for his work and his guidance for 

the upcoming generation. 

 

--Megan Haungs and Toes Tiranoff 
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The Church Triumphant 2011 
 

SUPREME MOTHER THE MOST REVEREND 

MILDRED PHYLLIS BENBOW KING PRUDHOMME, D. D. 

JOINED THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT 
 

 
 

Dr. Phyllis Prudhomme received her Missionary License at the age of eighteen under Bishop Bostic at 

Kenerly Temple, C. O.G.I.C. in St. Louis, Missouri.  She earned a Doctorial Degree from Trinity Hall 

College and Seminary of Springfield, Illinois. 

Dr. Prudhomme was a tireless worker in the building up of the Kingdom of God and the winning of souls 

for Christ.  As the anointed woman of God, the gift of miracle healing prevailed throughout her ministry. 

Dr. Prudhomme was a pioneering radio evangelist in San Francisco, California, a published author and 

hosted a television show in Las Vegas, Nevada.   

She founded and served as President and Dean of The Brighter Day Theological Seminary.  As Supreme 

Mother, she served as founding Reverend Console of what would become the Saint John Will I Am 

Coltrane A.O. C of the west. 

It was Dr. Phyllis Prudhomme who would clear the land, plow the field and plant the seeds for the Love of 

God and His Son Jesus Christ.  Her early epistles to the newly founded body of Christ was, along with the 

music and wisdom of St John Coltrane’s A Love Supreme, the cornerstone of Faith from which we were 

soundly established. Supreme Mother would journey from Las Vegas, Nevada to teach and preach the 

word, and set the tone of divine holiness in word and by example.   

Dr. Prudhomme lived to lay hands on her Granddaughter, Reverend Wanika King Stephens, as she was 

ordained to the holy order of the priesthood and installed as pastor and rector of St. John’s African 

Orthodox Church of the West by favor of Archbishop King, D.D. Dr. Prudhomme’s day of transition came 

on the auspicious date of January 15, the birthday of Saint Martin Luther King Jr.   She loved God and the 

people of God.  We thank God for her love for this Community and for the divine living example she 

demonstrated and the supreme wisdom she gave so freely to each person that was blessed to receive it.  
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Body And Soul 

 
Message delivered by Pastor Wanika King Stephens on January 15, 2012 at the Saint John Coltrane African 

Orthodox Church weekly service 
 

Genesis 2:7 – And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground,  

and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living  

soul.  

Body and Soul is everything that we are.  The body is a gift to us all, for none  

of us can say that this is of our own doing.  “I brought you in this world, and  

I will take you out!”  We’ve all heard that some place or another, and some  

parents have actually acted on that principal.  It is, however, this type of  

thinking/mentality that has proven itself to be in direct contradiction with 

 the scripture.   

The epistle today represents a standard set by God for all of  

Christ’s Disciples, a standard that requires perfection at its  

highest degree.  Now someone might be saying to themselves,  

wait a minute pastor, St. John Coltrane said that he didn’t “try 

 to set standards of perfection for any one else.”  And this is St.  

John’s statement.  St. John Coltrane knew that he had his own  

work to do, he knew what was required of him by God.  He  

also understood that it would take a lifetime to achieve perfection, and that even with the gift of a full lifetime the 

goal would always be out of reach, but St. John Coltrane also knew that the road to perfection was well worth the 

effort.  “None of us are going to be 100% in criticism or music, but we have all got to try.” “It’s a ceaseless struggle 

for perfection.”   John Coltrane knew that he was not God, and that the real standard for perfection was the one which 

God required of all believers who have received the gift of the Body and Soul from the creator.   

The Scripture says that God breathed into us the breath of life, that same breath of the spirit that has given life 

to us all.  With this breath of life comes activity.  It sets all of the functions of the body into motion.  This living body 

as it functions is like the life that we see around us.  It is sound, it is rhythm like the beating of our heart, it is 

harmony in motion with all of the many different functions working independently, and yet at the same time all are 

one. Our melody is the sound that is our voice, and St. John Coltrane suggest to us that we should, “Sing all songs to 

God, to whom all praise is due.”  

This brings us back to what the essence of the scripture is today, which is the message of obedience. Note that 

St. John Coltrane didn’t suggest that we sing MOST songs to God, but clearly he make the distinction that ALL songs 

should be sung to God.  In other words, all that we are is what we can and should use to make ourselves a total and 

complete offering to that which has created us.  We must all find our own way, in which we can also emulate the 

example of our patron saint to find a way to say to God “thank you for this beautiful universe that we live in, and here 

is my life as a example of just how magnificent and encompassing it is.” 

   Body and Soul--this is the gift that we have all received from the creator.  The scripture is suggesting to us 

today, that we ought to be grateful, and show our gratitude with uncompromising obedience, and to try our best to 

meet the standard of perfection, set by God.  

OBEDIENT!  How we love to hate the word.  “I stopped having to be obedient the day I left my mamas’ 

house.”   But if you think about it for a moment, you weren’t all that obedient for your mama. So for all of the grown 

folks, we have another chance.    

So what does God want? – Golly!  “I beseech ye therefore brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present 

your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.” Romans 12 

God Wants Us – Body and Soul.   Like the song says, that’s how we ought to live our lives for God… I’m all 

for you Body and Soul. 

     Continued on next page… 
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Today is the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  And in addition to this occasion we have an epistle and a 

gospel that directs us to move towards obedience and service, with the goal that, in our last day, the God Almighty would 

look upon us, and say, “well done… well done.”  Jesus heard those words from His Heavenly Father.  I for one am certain 

that Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. also heard those words.  I believe that St. John Coltrane heard those words. And I sense 

that there are a few of us here today who also want to hear those words.   

As I reflect on the significance of this day, I am reminded that both of these great servants walked the earth at the 

same time, and both men at some point in their lives heard the other.  John Coltrane talked about knowing a man by his 

sound.  John Coltrane was one who had a very distinct sound, and interestingly enough so did Brother Martin.   

Dr. King, like John, produced a melodious sound with great power. It was a sound that carried with it the power of 

one crying out in the wilderness for justice, just as John Coltrane’s horn called out for “peace love and perfection 

throughout all creation, O God.” 

When we begin to examine the lives of these two great men, and as we reflect on the teachings of the scripture 

today, it becomes more and more clear just how much their lives lived for service run in perfect parallel with this standard 

of perfection set by the Supreme One.   

Love was principal in their lives and without disguise.  John told us that Love was Supreme, and Martin showed 

us supreme love by offering himself as an instrument of service to people and to God without compromise. Both men, 

though strong, were kind and managed to temper any hatred they may have felt for the unjust of this world.  In spite of the 

kinds of overt racism they all had to endure, they still managed to hang on to the peace of God, which was their power to 

overcome adversity.   

John Coltrane and Brother Martin only had a short time with us here on earth.  None of us know the exact day that 

we will die, but both St. John and Brother Martin lived with the knowledge that they would not be here for long. Both men 

accomplished so much in so little time, and were far from slothful in their business of serving God. They possessed a great 

sense of passion and conviction in their lives as they expressed the need for compassion, constantly reminding us of our 

duty to keep our eyes on God.  John said that he had seen God, and Martin told us that he had been to the mountaintop, 

that he had seen the promise land.   

Both of these men had managed to successfully move from “believing” into “coming to know.” Through times of 

great tribulation both men exemplified patience. In times when there seemed to be so little room for optimism, they both 

were, by the help of God, able to rejoice in hope, trusting in the power of love which is supreme. Both John and Martin 

kept themselves within proper perspective as to who they were as servants, thought not of themselves in high esteem, and 

did not look down upon others, but blessed us all with the spirit of truth, even that same truth that is found in the teachings 

of our savior Jesus Christ.  

When we hurt as a people, both men felt our pain.  They cried the same tears and were voices above all other 

voices to be heard by friend and foe alike, encouraging us all to strive for perfection in such an imperfect world--a world 

where hatred had become the norm, where unthinkable things happened to those who would fight for what was right, 

where the innocent had to suffer at the hands of this type of hatred. It was not so long ago when those four little girls were 

bombed in their own church in the state of Alabama.  Both men carried the pain of that moment—evidence of the oneness 

of mind shared by the two.  Dr. King’s voice served as the lyric to the movement for peace, justice and freedom, and St. 

John Coltrane and his quartet were the sound track.  (Alabama – Rev’d King – Peace on Earth…)  

Both are gone in the flesh, but even from above the music continues because we are still not yet free.  The work 

continues and we must sing the song of freedom, knowing that freedom begins from within.  When we, like John and like 

Martin, strive for that standard of perfection, then our song will be the same great lyric that Brother Martin sang. Our 

voices will come together in one great composition, a masterpiece that fills our soul to the brim with love, a wonderful 

feeling that will spill over into the hearts of those who listen, a song of freedom.         
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Upcoming Events 

 

 

Palm Sunday    $20 donation  

April 1, 2012 - 5-7PM             
Rasselas Jazz Supper Club 

1534 Fillmore Street 

San Francisco, CA 94115 

Speaker: Archbishop King 

Music: Coltrane Church Ensemble 

Frederick Harris-Piano 

Clarence Stephens-Bass 

Bob Marshall-Drums 

Featuring 

Azar Lawrence & Ann Mack 

  
 Pastor Wanika Stephens-Bass 

The Voices of Compassion 
Supreme Mother Marina, Erinne Johnson, Sister Makeda Nueckel, Sister Gloria Fisher, 

Hallie Greene, Cartier King, Saravaughn King 

Tap Dancers 

Megan &  Toes 

Poet ‘s 

Marlee-I Mystic 

Myron Cohen 

E. W. Wainright 
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